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forest eating raw meat". The Yaksha became sad and
shivered with fear. He folded his hands and prayed to
Nandi to indicate a way out. Moved by his repentance,
Nandi advised him to go to bhuloka and be born as a hunter
named Theerna near Srikalahasti and marry a huntress
called Kanisha. You will be gifted with a son who will be
a great devotee of Lord Siva. Your son will be very famous.
You will discard the hunter's body immediately after your
son is born. Then you will come back to this place". Soon
he was born as a hunter in a village near Srikalahasti. In
due course he married Kanisha. As soon as the son was
born, Theerna passed away and joined Kuberaloka. His
wife Kanisha named her son as Kanna because he had large
eyes. The child grew up day by day. He was freely roaming
about in the forest near the holy Kailasa mountain. He
always held a big bow and a number of arrows and was
fearful to look at. He sported the feathers of birds on his
head and was proud of his large eyes. He smeared the holy
ashes all over his body and wore holy beads. He was
ardently devoted to Siva, but his ways of worship were
strange or even crude. He used to fetch the river water in
his mouth for bathing the Sivalinga. He would bite pieces
of meat before offering them to God. He would first wear
garlands of flowers and bilva leaves and then decorate the
Linga. This crude way of worship was repulsive to the sages
who came to pray. But they were afraid of the hunter and
would not dare to question him.
Kannappa was so devoted that he would not even
drink water before praying Sivalinga. One day in hot
summer he became very thirsty after a long walk in the
forest A pot full of water was available near by. But he
would not yield to temptation. He thought., "How can I
drink the cool water of this pot without taking bath in the
river and praying to the graceful Vayulinga by repeating
the Panchakshari mantra. If I quench my thirst before
performing Siva puja I am sure to go to hell. Many a person